Walking by Faith (August 10, 2011) by Jim Crosby

That is why we never give up.  Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed everyday. For our present troubles are quite small and won’t last very long.  Yet they produce for us an immeasurably great glory that will last forever.  
                                                                                  2 Corinthians 4:16-18
	 

	In my 30 plus years of covering sports, in general, and specifically Florida State Sports I have attended a lot of press conferences.  None more heart-rending than the one on August 5, 2011.  It was truly an example of “Walking by Faith.”
	
Here’s the story.  Earlier this year Jimbo Fisher, Seminole Football Coach and his wife Candi were told that their son had a health problem.  Apparently a serious one.
Coach Fisher has a very high-profile job, in a highly populous state so it was apparent that in people’s quest to know more his family could be overwhelmed by endless inquiries.
	
So, the family made a public request that everyone respect their privacy as they came to grips with the realities of their six year old son Ethan’s health problems.  Knowing how inquisitive the media can be in search of a story this was a major request.
But, guess what?  Everyone complied with it.
	 
So months later the Fishers, along with University President Eric Barron  and Athletic Director Randy Spetman conducted a press conference.  Jimbo wanted to make public aware of the seriousness and extent of what his family is dealing with. Everyone knows the heavy workload the coach carries and how difficult this is even for a completely healthy family.

He began by thanking everyone for the remarkable co-operation they had shown in respecting his family’s privacy.  Then he revealed just what their walk of faith had constituted since that doctor’s visit in March when his son was battling the flu and it was discovered that he was struggling with more than that.

The Coach said that they had discovered that his youngest son was born with a blood disorder called Fanconi anemia.  He said that 15 years ago there was only a 30% survival rate for anyone diagnosed with that.  Many with it did not live into their 20’s.

But, the good news is that because of continuing research the survival rate is now up to 80%.  The Fishers have set up a fund located on the internet at www.kidz1stfund .com to help fund research to push that cure rate up to 100%.

Jimbo said, “I tell my players when you have a problem you can’t stick your head in the sand and expect it to go away.  You have to fight it.”  That’s what his family will do with this disease.  They will fight it and never give up.
One person hearing about the situation commented; “That disease picked the wrong family to mess with.”  

A child’s health is a major concern but Fisher said they will not let it define their family and will not let it defeat them.  Nor will they let it intimidate them. They will continue to walk by faith.
	
What was interesting was that Fisher felt blessed to have the large platform that he does to help promote the research that can provide a cure.  As the head coach of a major university with a football program that receives national recognition God has provided him with a big stage to pursue this worthy cause and to help the helpless…the little ones who must deal with this.
	
Sometimes the world deals us hard knocks and it’s just so tough to keep going.  It’s difficult to keep your head up and stay positive and confident of a successful outcome.  That’s when, as believers, we must keep walking by faith remembering that God loves us.  No matter what the hard knocks are He will not desert us.  
	
The apostle Paul encouraged the church at Corinth to “never give up” no matter what they were facing.  He had certainly faced his share of distress.  He had suffered for his faith as he was punished for preaching the Good News.
	
But Paul wanted the believers to focus on the long term, not the current problems.  The NLT Bibles comments: “As we face great troubles it’s easy to focus on the pain rather than on our ultimate goal.  Just as athletes concentrate on the finish line and ignore their discomfort, we too must focus on the reward for our faith, and the joy that lasts forever.”
	
At one time or another we have or will face difficult tasks in life.  NLT says: “It is easy to lose heart and quit.  We all have faced problems in our relationships or in our work that have caused us to think about giving up. Rather than quitting when persecution wore him down Paul concentrated on the inner strength that came from the Holy Spirit…Your very weakness allows the resurrection power of Christ to strengthen you moment by moment.”

When you are in the kind of battle that Jimbo and his family are facing you can never let your guard down.  You have to stay vigilant, trusting the Lord to alert and direct you.

On the playing field this is what Coach Fisher is trying to get across.  No matter how dark things look, even if defeat is staring his players in the face…keep on fighting.  Keep trying to find a way.  
	
The coach knows as he gains the trust of these young men that he is teaching them much more than how to win a football game.  That is important and  is one of the main goals.  He wants them to practice and grow and get good enough to attain victories.  He knows the fans want to see those games go into the “W” column.

But, he also knows, first hand, there is a bigger battle they must face.  The lessons they are learning on the gridiron will help them in the life and death battles off the field.
	
The hope is these young men will discover what Jimbo’s family has learned.  To keep on fighting as you walk by faith.

	As Paul says, “we live by believing and not by seeing.”

[bookmark: _GoBack] Prayer: Lord we direct our prayers toward the Fisher family and asked for your strength to prevail as they battle this disease and continue to walk by faith.  Amen!

***author’s note: Walk by faith this week and the Lord will honor your actions.	
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