The Divine Yes (August 24, 2011) by Jim Crosby
He is the divine Yes---God’s affirmation.  For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Him.  That is why we say “Amen” when we give glory to God through Christ…he has identified us as his own by placing the Holy Spirit in our hearts as the first installment of everything he will give us.      2 Corinithians 1: 19 (b) -22

I love it when people say yes.  Don’t you?  As a former “Mr. No”---I’m getting better. Now, instead of an immediate “no”  (I take at least 3 seconds to consider it) before replying in the negative. (  Just kidding…I’m not that bad because I have made a conscious effort to improve.  It can be done. 
Actually saying “yes” feels good.  Sure it is easy to say “no” and sometimes it is necessary.  In fact, it may be often that you have to say “no.”  I mean people do ask for some crazy things.  You might not be able to grant their wish.
You can’t say yes to everything but you can probably say yes to more than you do and when you have the opportunity to give a legitimate “yes” you’ll discover it can be quite uplifting. There are a variety of ways you can do that.  I found a few on the internet.
OK so you can say “yeah, I guess so” when you are asked to do something.  And that is a yes but it is almost a milder version of no. You’re gonna do it, but by golly you ain’t happy about it. 
Or you could say something like “OK, let’s do it.”  Now there is a good wholesome positive response designed to elicit a smile.

Then, flushed with success from that experience, the next time you might say, “yes, what are we waiting for.”  Anyone receiving that kind of a response could not help, but be pleased.

You could use my cousin’s old response when someone would ask, “Are you going with us.”  Troas would say if you’re writing on me you are backing up.”  Huh?  Shouldn’t he have said..”I’m backing up?  Like I’, so enthused about this I’m already ahead of you/” Well at least you know he is agreeing with what you’re wanting to do.

Maybe you respond by saying “yes, I’m in it.”  That not only shows agreement but gives the promise of action, like hey I’m with you let’s go get some other folks involved.”

Let’s face it.  A person can get some many negative responses they get a case of the “yeah buts.”  They just automatically expect a person to answer with a yes, but quickly qualify it.  “Yes, I’d really like to do that, but I have a conflict, or another commitment, or it’s past my bedtime…whatever.”

So, if you want to alleviate that momentary fear of failure, when you are asked to do something you will do simply answer, “yes, of course.”  That pretty much eliminates any hedging that could follow.  
Or how about “yes, those are my thoughts exactly.”  That’ll really make a person feel good.

“Yes, I’m totally into that”---is a good one as is “yes, always” which means why are you bothering to ask you know I support you.”

One website said that saying yes would boost your potential.  It went on to explain that potential is possibility.  And when you say yes to things you would not ordinarily consider it opens up new possibilities for you to grown and for your life to be enriched.

Of course with the Lovely Susette’s upcoming birthday I’m practing up on my “yes dear’s”;  “sounds goods”;  and “I’d love tos”  What kind of a heart-hearted wretch would do otherwise.  Besides that she deserves a lot of positives.

So Yes, is a very good thing.  Paul told the church at Corinth they had a very big Yes awaiting them.  In fact, it was a divine yes.  In 2 Corinthians he writes: “”Am I like the people of the world who say yes when they really mean no?  As surely as God is true, I am not that sort of person.  My yes means yes because Jesus Christ, the Son of God, never wavers between yes and no.  He is the one whom Timothy, Silas and I preached to you and He is the divine Yes---God’s affirmation.  For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Him.  That is why we say “Amen” when we give glory to God through Christ.”

Hey that’s a pretty good reason for us to learn to say yes.  God sent the Divine Yes down here to set an example.  You know how when you take out a loan you generally have to make a down payment then you pay the rest of it back in installments.

As Paul says,  “God’s down payment to us was his Son…he sent Jesus to set the example for us and to pay the price for our sins.” Then he continues , “God has identified us as his own by placing the Holy Spirit in our hearts as the first installment of everything He will give us.”
The loan we take out contains our promise to repay it.  God has already made partially good on His promise.  He has put all the things in place we need to eventually receive the final installment.

Jesus came, lived among us, healing, teaching, setting the example and paying the price for our mistakes.  When he was crucified, arose then returned to heaven he knew we still needed help to believe that the Divine Yes had not become a Divine No.

So, the Holy Spirit was sent, as a first installment to lead and guide us daily.  To help us over the rough spots, to bolster our faith, and understand the promise is still very much alive and active.

Then the final installment comes when we join Him in heaven.  That’s when we will fully understand the Divine Yes.
 Prayer: Thank you Lord for saying yes when we need your help.  May we take that that example into our lives as we emulate it and say yes to others who need help. 
Author’s note:  Look for opportunities to say yes this week and your life will be enriched.

