Picking up the Pace (August 31, 2011) by Jim Crosby
 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declared the Lord. “Plans to prosper you not to harm you. Plans to give you hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11
It’s been a long hot summer.  August is ending and with the Labor Day holiday coming up that signals a change is headed our way.  With temperatures topping the century mark often, as the heat index soared even higher, it has been a tough summer here in North Florida.
Being a veteran of many such summers, although I can’t remember any quite this stifling, I realize we are not going to have an immediate change in weather.  But, the temps will gradually cool down. Then we’ll be able to enjoy another beautiful autumn, my favorite time of year…followed closely by winter.  Can you tell how I really feel about hot weather?

But, the weather notwithstanding, whether we get an immediate change or if it comes later, activity will be on the upswing.  As September rolls in so does a lot of stuff.
Ready or not we get busy.  Back to school…vacations over…football is here and people start doing things they have been putting off.  It is a time to be productive.

To pick up the pace means to go a little faster. To do that and to be effective while doing it, we have to first shake off the summer-lethargy that sets in when there is not as much activity.  Now I’m not saying that everything shuts down in the summer.  
Some folks, because of their job demands, family requirements, financial situations, etc. must be just as productive in the hot weather months as they are in the other ones.  In fact, we probably all should be more evenly balanced year-around in our achievements.  I wish I was.  But, I’m not.

Anyway that is almost behind us for this year and it is time to put it in high gear and get going. So, how do we go from being almost at a standstill to getting in motion while developing a full head of steam.
The first thing we should do is pray about it.  Of course I think the first thing we should do in any situation is to pray about it.  Do, I always do that?  Wellll, uh, no…I don’t.  I’m trying to get better at that because I am finding that most of the mistakes I make have not been preceded by prayer.  

I read this statement in a book called “Prayer Coach” (James L. Nicodem)  “Prayer is helplessness plus faith.” Sure we are admitting that we need help when we pray.  And we do.  Sometimes we get by and everything works out even when we have forgotten to pray about an issue.  But, I wonder what we missed out on by not doing that.  Maybe God had an even bigger or greater blessing in store for us but we failed to consult with him about it.  
In Psalm 50:15 God says through the Psalmist; “Call upon me in your day of trouble.  I will deliver you and you will honor me.”

As Nicodem says, “God loves doing God things.  Things that nobody else can do.”  In other words, God is ready for us to venture out and pick up the pace and we are not going to have to shoulder the load by ourselves when we do.  
In conjunction with our prayers before we pick up the pace we need to formulate a plan.  What can it hurt to take a little amount of time, doesn’t have to be hours of it, maybe just minutes to scratch out a plan? 

Think about what you want to get done, put it down on paper, or type it in your computer or make a notation of it somewhere.  Then commit it to God for refinement.  You’ll find as you pray, then get to work, that some of those penciled-in areas will start to fill in with ink.  You’ll begin to get stuff done.

The old saying is “When we fail to plan we plan to fail.”  Jesus made plans to pray, why shouldn’t we.”  But what praying and having a plan do for us they give us a little road map to be followed. 

You wouldn’t start out on a trip without planning where you were heading then getting a map or setting your GPS to make sure took the best route.  Same thing as we pick up the pace and start moving a little faster.  We need to have a plan and let God give us the road map.  

Okay so maybe you plan and pray, but you don’t feel like you are getting a clear-cut answer from God.  What to do?  Well, I would say…do something.  It might not be the right thing, the best thing or the final thing, but I’m confident if you are praying while you are working on something God will applaud or redirect your effort.

You are less likely to get clear direction if you are sitting around and waiting on some major revelation.  God works in the small stuff…he is in the details…just as well as the major ones.  In fact, I bet if you think about it and try to decipher how some of your greatest accomplishments in life happened they probably came together in bits and pieces.

Don’t get discouraged, here’s a quote from Richard Rohr I recently read and have been looking for the appropriate place to use it.  I think this is the place. “The present moment has no competition; it is not judged in comparison to any other.”  How great is that?  And how hard is it to remember?
I think we often either fail or don’t get as much done as we wanted to in the way we desired because we are too easily discouraged when we compare our achievement to something really great we, or someone else, did in the past. Each situation is different. It has it’s own unique circumstances and will probably end up with a different resolution no matter how similar it may seem to a previous one. 
Don’t get discouraged, be patient.  Keep the Faith.  God has a plan to prosper you. Make sure your plan is big enough to fit God’s plan into it.
Prayer, Planning, Productivity.  They all go hand in and hand with Picking up the Pace. 
Prayer: Lord be with us every step of the way as we pick up the pace of our lives and seek to do great things in your name.  Amen!
***author’s note:  Good luck with your pick-up-the-pace plan.  I think God has some great things in store for you. 
