The Big Spoilsport in the Sky (August 3, 2011) by Jim Crosby

* This is a repeat of a devotion from May 2005.  Thought it fit in with the theme of the past two weeks,

Monday Morning Devotion-May 30, 2005
Dear friends, let us continue to love one another,  for love comes from God.  Anyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  But, anyone who does not love does not know God---for God is love.  1 John 4:7-8
A Sunday school teacher asked a little boy in class who Jesus is.  The little boy replied, “I think He is somebody who is always snooping around to see if we are having any fun, so he can tell our parents to make us stop.”  Funny!  But, I sometimes wonder if that is the kind of mentality that keeps us grownups from getting closer to God.  We are afraid that by doing so He will stop us from having fun.  We treat him like the Big Spoilsport in the Sky.

My Synonym Finder (J. I. Rodale) has these word substitutions for “spoilsport.”  There is “killjoy;”  “party-pooper;”  “wet blanket;”  “sourpuss;”  “mal-content;” “pessimist;” “gloom-and -doomer;”  “defeatist;”  “worry-wart;” “gloomy-Gus;” “grumbler;”  “complainer;” and “fault-finder.”  Do any of those fit the God you know?  If so, no wonder you are not anxious to be close to Him.  I’ve actually known some folks who fit a lot of those descriptions.  The kind of folks I avoid whenever I can.

So, how did we develop this warped sense of understanding about God?  John Fischer, Senior Writer for Purpose Driven Life Devotionals talks about growing up in the church and believing as a youth that God was the great “killjoy in the sky. Virtue was painful.  The good usually felt bad.  The bad (we were told) felt good.  Denying yourself meant never doing anything you really wanted to do.  Conversely, if you hated doing something, that was most likely what God was calling you to do.  ‘God, please don’t send me to Africa’ was a prayer you’d better not pray, because that was the first place He would probably send you if you prayed that prayer. “
Phillip Yancey in his book, Soul Survivor says, “I became a writer, I now believe, to sort out words, used and misused by the church of my youth.  Although I heard that ‘God is love,’ the image of God I got from sermons more resembled an angry, vengeful tyrant.” 
Yancey’s family lived in a mobile home on church property in Georgia in the 1960’s where he could look out the window and see the church sign.  It had a star on it and radiating from each point of the star was a proclamation of the church’s identity.  Those words included:  “New Testament.”  “Blood-bought.”  “Born-again.”  “Premillenial.”  “Dispensational.”  “Fundamental.”  Say what?   
Nothing wrong with those words except taken altogether, in one viewing, they could be a little intimidating.  Where is the Love?  They must be talking about the Big Spoilsport in the Sky who is not going to let you have any fun.  Is that what God is all about?

Even those words, taken separately, don’t mean God doesn’t love us.  They don’t even mean that God doesn’t want us to enjoy life. C. S. Lewis wrote:  “God who needs nothing, loves into existence wholly superfluous creatures in order that He may love and perfect them.”  So, God created us to love us and to perfect us to the extent we allow.  

I like the way John Ortberg puts it.  He describes God’s love as “a love that creates value in what is loved.”  We are more valuable because He loves us and all the talents we are equipped with come from Him.  So, why would a God who loves us want us to walk around like a bunch of sad sacks and not fully use those talents?  

Fischer says, “Actually God is one who delights in giving us our heart’s desire.  In fact, He’s the one who gave us our desires in the first place and He gave them to us not to frustrate us, but to help us be useful and fulfilled in our service for Him.”

The good news is that whatever we love to do…whatever we have a real passion for is something that can be used in His service.  Our talents can be used to enlarge and make His kingdom a better place.  And, hello…yes, we can enjoy ourselves while we are doing it.  Our kind of fun is the Lord’s kind of fun.  Committing what we do to Him is not limiting.  It’s fulfilling and uplifting and enjoyable.

When you love someone for who they are you don’t try to change him or her into someone else.  You accept that there are going to be character flaws.  Nobody is perfect.  As the saying goes, “a friend is someone who knows all about you and loves you anyway.”  That’s how it is with God.  He loves us even when we act unlovable.  
You see, as John says, “God is Love.”  He didn’t say “Love is God.”  He was not 

talking about the narrow focus the world has of love.  The viewpoint that since love is something that makes us feel good, it’s all right to step out of bounds to gain it. God’s love is perfect.  It doesn’t hurt others in order to have its own way.  If we want to know God better, we will try to show love in the way He does. We add value to those we love.  

The real reason we sometimes view God as the Big Spoilsport in the Sky is because of an uneasiness about ourselves.  There is part of us that we want to keep from others.  John Ortberg in Love Beyond Reason says. “When I hide parts of myself, I seek to convince another person I am better than I am.  If I’m a good enough hider, I may get away with it.  
The other person may express affection and love for me.  But, always comes the voice inside me: Yes, but if you knew the truth about me, if you saw the hidden places, you would not love me.  You love the person you think I am.  You do not love the real me, for you do not know the real me. 

Not true with God.  He knows everything about us and He loves us anyway.  He has big plans for us and they don’t include restricting us to the extent that our natural talents can’t be displayed.  He wants us to use them.

As John Fischer says, “God is not in the frustrating business; He is in the fulfilling, joy-filled business.  So, if you are desirous of serving God, think first about what you can do and what you love to do.  Serving God will be along those lines.”
You’ll find your God is the opposite of the Big Spoilsport in the Sky.  He is

the Great Encourager in Heaven.
Prayer:  Lord, we want to know you better, so we can receive the full blessings you have in store for us.  We know that instead of being a kill-joy you are a giver of joy. Thank you for loving us and for leading us.                   Amen!
**Author’s note:  I hope you have a close encounter with the Great Encourager in the sky this week and you life will be blessed even more.
