It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas (December 14, 2011) 
By Jim Crosby

That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village guarding their flocks of sheep.  Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared among them…They were terribly frightened…  Don’t be afraid the angel said, I bring you good news of great joy for everyone.  The Savior---yes the Messiah, the Lord-has been born tonight in Bethlehem. Luke 2:8-11

John Grisham wrote a book, called “Skipping  Christmas” which was later made into a movie  The story involved a couple, Luther and Nora Krank, who were not looking forward to all the fuss and  bother that comes with trying to make all their friends and family happy at Christmas. So they decided to forego Christmas.  That’s right, they were just going to leave town and skip out on the holiday entirely.

Every time someone asked them if they had all their Christmas shopping done, or how many people were going to be eating Christmas dinner at their house or when they were going to put up their Christmas tree they would simply reply “We are skipping Christmas this year.”

That always drew an incredulous look, some laughter and remarks like:  “You are skipping Christmas, ha, ha, that’s funny.  You are hilarious.  You can’t skip Christmas.  Nobody does that.”

When they insisted that was their intent and they would be going out of town folks looked at them like they were crazy.  Some even got mad at them.
	 
	Christmas is time to be home-in heart as well as body.   
                                                           
                                                                   -Garry Moore- 

One time the Lovely Susette and I talked about doing that…skipping Christmas.  It had just gotten too frustrating, trying to please everyone.  They all had their own agenda and as the old saying goes you can’t please everyone.  So it seemed easier to just chuck the hold thing and skip Christmas.  We didn’t of course, but if we had persisted in that idea we would have found out, just like the Kranks did, it is impossible to skip Christmas.  
	
	As long as we know in our hearts what Christmas ought to be, Christmas is.
	                                                             
                                                                           - Eric Sevareid-
	
As Christians we know that we will always have Christmas in our hearts because that is when God gave us the greatest gift…the birth of His Son and our Savior Jesus.  He didn’t’ make a master list and check it twice to be sure if we had been naughty or nice and deserving of receiving this precious gift.  It is a gift that is a blessing to be shared by all mankind											
	“Unless we make Christmas an occasion to share our blessings, all the snow 

in Alaska won’t make it white.”                          
                                                                      -Bing Crosby-

It never fails to warm my heart when I read in the gospel of Luke the story of the baby’s birth that gave birth to the Christmas celebration.  I have always been able to easily dredge up the vision in my mind of those shepherds and how astounded they were when the angel appeared in the dark sky that night.  Certainly got their attention.  Didn’t have to promo, tease or set it up.  Wham…there was this great light and here comes the angel with the good news.

	“Remember if Christmas isn’t found in your heart you won’t fine it under a tree.”                                             -Charlotte Carpenter-

And just to really make the point this one angel was joined by a vast host of other angels, what the NLT Bible calls “the armies of heavens”, in other words, a bunch of them…filling the skies.   They were shouting “Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace on earth to all whom God favors.”

The NLT commentary further states:  “The greatest event in history had just happened! The Messiah had been born! For ages the Jews had waited for this, and when it finally occurred, the announcement came to humble shepherds.  The Good News about Jesus is that He comes to all, including the plain and the ordinary.  He comes to anyone with a heart humble enough to accept Him.”

       “Mankind is a great, an immense family---This is proved by what we feel in our hearts at Christmas.” 
                                                  -Pope John XX111-	r

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.” No matter how commercialized Christmas has become that is still why we celebrate the holiday,  We show our love for others by giving them gifts.  The smiles of the children as they open those presents in the glow of Christmas tree lights, the look of joy on the face of a spouse or parent when you have truly surprised them with a great gift.  It is all about love. 


       “Christmas, my child, is love in action.”  

                                                                            -Dale Evans-

So now because of this amazing gift of love from God we give gifts to others on 
the birthday of the Christ Child.  It doesn’t matter what kind of a celebration you family has, whether it is organized or chaotic,  done as a whole or in bits and pieces…the focus is on love.

“My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or modern, is very simple:  loving others.  Come to think of it, why do we have to wait for Christmas to do that?”                                                                        - Bob Hope-

So when it begins to look a lot like Christmas that is cause for smiles and happiness, not stress and distress prompting silly plans like skipping Christmas.

As the Kranks found out…no matter how hard you try you just can’t skip Christmas!  And that’s the beauty of it.  Christmas is in our hearts everyday of the year!

[bookmark: _GoBack] Prayer:  Lord thank you for the gift of Christmas and how we are reminded each year of those shepherds in the fields hurrying to Bethlehem to see a baby in a manger.  Amen

***author’s note:  My wish for you is the best Christmas ever!  My thanks to the Merry Network LLC for the Christmas quotes,.
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