Without Sports There’d Be…. (February 15, 2012) by Jim Crosby
A man was going on a trip so he summoned his servants and turned over his property to them.  To one he gave five talents, to another two, and the other one…Immediately the servant who received five went to work and won five more.  The servant with two won two more. But, the servant with one dug a hole in the ground and buried it.
                                                                                       Matthew 25: 14-18
The red sign with black lettering was given to me by a friend. It is prominently displayed on my desk and reads:  “Without Sports There’d Be No Next Year.”

After reading the title to this devotion you probably filled in the ending with one that suited you.   Maybe you said: “Without Sports There’d Be Fewer Arguments,” or “Without Sports There’d be more Love and Less Hate.” (as in “I hate that team” or “I hate this player”, etc.)
Or maybe you are a sports fanatic, which is the word from which “fan” is derived. So your take is: “Without Sports There’d Be No fun in the World.”   

The potential endings to that phrase are limitless.  But, would it really be such a disaster that the world would end if we suddenly started a year with no sports of any kind on the horizon?

It would for some people.  You only have to look at the name in the bottom right hand corner of my sign to fully understand the meaning of it.  Yes, without sports there’d really be no next year for the name printed there:   ESPN.

Since ESPN televises sports 24/7, 365 days a year; every year, then a year without sports would probably be curtains for that network.  There would be no next year for them.

Could the rest of us live without sports?  Welllll…yes, we could, but it would be hard. Over 111 million people would suffer come February 2013.  That’s the number of folks who watched the 2012 Super Bowl between the Giants and Patriots.  
But, it would also be tough without sports because we would not have an opportunity to do what Jesus calls us to do:  “Get in the Game.”  I’m indebted to my friend John Ortberberg---well, he’s not really my friend, but if he knew me he would be—for helping me follow up with the sports concept to make a point from the teachings of Jesus.
I check up on John periodically on the internet.  He’s pastor of Menlo Presbyterian Church out in the San Francisco Bay Area and also a brilliant writer.

Anyway he is doing a sermon series called: “Get in the Game.”

He pointed out: “No child grows up dreaming, I’m going to be a great spectator.  My heart’s desire is to be a tremendous watcher of television. We were made to be in the game.”He said “it’s ironic, the Big Game ; i.e. Super Bowl consists of 111 million Cheetos-eating, La-Z-Boy-sitting couch potatoes who desperately need exercise, watching 11 men running around on a football field, who desperately need rest.  We all want to be in the game.”

Ortberg continued:  “God did not create anybody to sit on the bench.  God made you for a purpose.”   Hmm, there it is again.  This idea of being made for a purpose.  Just last Sunday I heard a sermon about “What is your purpose in life.”  God had a purpose in mind when he created you. So now I’m hit with that idea once more.  But, nobody can give God a piling-on-penalty so maybe I’d better pay attention. 
Anyway we were made to get in the game and if we don’t play, well, we won’t reap the benefits and there may be repercussions as demonstrated in the Parable of the Loaned Money.

Jesus told the now familiar story of the man who had to go on a trip and trusted his servants with his money in his absence.  This money is Biblically referred to as talents.  Ortberg translates the amount of these talents into our current economy, while admitting it is always difficutl to do that.  

But using his tricky math Ortberg deduces that the servant who was entrusted with  only one talent got “The equivalent of $2,000,000 so you can do the math and figure out what the other two got.


Anyway, here’s the deal.  The servant who got the most…five talents went out and doubled it and so did the one who got two.  They both got in the game.  No sideline watching or grandstand sitting for them.  This was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and they made the most of it.  
But the other guy.  He was the ultimate couch potato.  He hid the money and returned exactly what he had been given.  He didn’t do a thing with it.  He not only didn’t get in the game, he didn’t even know what sport was being played.  “From that day forth, until his master returned his life was not a single bit different than it had been before the amazing gift.  The amazing gift didn’t prompt any dreams, any dares, any risk.  It didn’t change him at all.”
The point here is that we have all been given an amazing gift.  It is the gift of grace.  It is through God’s grace that each day we are presented a new 24 hours, more time to honor Him and use the talents he has given us.  It is important , just like the 5-talent guy to spring into action.  To assess just what we have been given and how we can make the most of it.  

What can you do different, better, more productively.  Will you sit on the sidelines, find a spot in the stands?

Until the Lord returns there will be sports next year. When next year rolls around will you be sitting on the sidelines of will you be fully involved in the game?

Prayer: Lord we thank you that each day there is another sport for us to participate in. Help us to get in the game and use our talents to grow your Kingdom. Amen!
***author’s note:  Through His grace there will be sports this week.  Get in the game and play well.  Your life will be enriched.

