Two Gifts (February 8, 2012) by Jim Crosby
“I am leaving you with a gift---peace of mind and heart.  And the peace I give isn’t like the peace the world gives.  So don’t be troubled or afraid….But when the Father sends the Counselor as my representative---and by the Counselor I mean the Holy Spirit.  He will teach you everything…                       John 14:26-28

It is more blessed to give than to receive.  Sure, we have heard that many times.  And deep down we realize that it really is true.  But, it sure is fun to receive a nice gift.

When someone asks what we want for Christmas or Birthday we often reply, “I don’t really need anything.”  But, if we get nothing, in response to what our reply indicated, then we feel bad.

Gosh, nobody remembered me! (   Well, that usually doesn’t happen because the simple fact that they asked means they care enough to give you a gift.  They are being nice and instead of giving you something that you can’t use, even hate, they want to make sure they will be giving you something you really like and will use.
Of course that eliminates the element of surprise. But if you weighed being surprised against receiving something you really like then being surprised doesn’t seem as important.  

It really is nice to receive gifts and realize, in so doing, that people care about you and the gift reflects their feelings for you.  Of course, I’m writing this knowing that it is my birthday month.  Ha! Ha!

I think that the difference between giving and receiving is this.  Receiving a gift changes you for the moment.  It makes you happy as a feeling of love and friendship settles over you.

But, I think the act of giving a gift changes you for the long run, possibly forever.  It may change your heart for the moment but it starts something that can grow and result in many positive experiences in the future.

When The Lovely Susette and I took Dave Ramsey’s course, The Financial Peace University at our church, Good Samaritan, we were told the first night that the last session 13 weeks later would be the most important one.

Immediately we flipped to the back of the book and noticed it was entitled.  The Great Misunderstanding:  Unleashing the Power of Generous Giving.  I thought, “Sure I’m here to learn how to get out of debt, manage my money, make money and gain financial peace and security.

And, yes, we accomplished most of that in just 3 months of going to class and practicing what Dave preached.  But, that last lesson was really the key.

Dave said that the great misunderstanding was to have more you had to hold on tightly to what you already had.  He pointed out that we are only “asset managers for the Lord, so if we view it properly, we aren’t giving our own money, anyway.”
But here’s the key…in Dave Ramsey’s words: “Giving moves you to become less selfish, and less selfish people have more of a tendency to prosper in relationships and in wealth.”

Now there’s something to think about.  Squeezing those dollars until they squeak does not allow them to work, to grow, to help others and yourself.

Ramsey added, “Giving makes us more Christ-like; a spiritually mature Christian gives.”

Looking at John, Chapter 14 we find that to be true.  Because there are two great gifts Jesus left us when he returned to heaven.
The first of these two gifts that we have received is “peace of mind and heart.”

Jesus says this as He is preparing to leave his loyal disciples.  These men who had put there previous lives on hold, in fact abandoned their occupations and changed their ways to follow Him for three years.  

Now they were being told He was leaving them but was giving them peace of mind and heart.  How was that possible?  They would be confused, alone, uncertain of what the future held for them.

Then, Jesus clarified all that by explaining the second gift He was giving them.  A Counselor.  Someone to take his place and lead them, teach them and guide them all along the way.  This Counselor would be the Holy Spirit.

This Counselor is the gift he has given to all of us today.  When we accept Jesus we receive the Holy Spirit.  We no longer have to fight our battles alone in a world where evil so often prevails.

Jesus said: “The Friend, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send at my request, will make everything plain to you.  He will remind you of all the things I have told you.  I’m leaving you well and whole.  That’s my parting gift to you.” (The Message)
Jesus had received the adoration of the masses at one time.  He had gotten praise and thanks from those he had healed and transformed their lives. He had loyal followers who believed and made the gospel message the most important thing in their lives.

But, he had also been betrayed.  He had been ridiculed, spat upon and would be

cruelly crucified. 

And through it all he made certain that we got the message that it is truly more blessed to give than to receive. He gave His life for us.

Then, for peace of mind and help in times of trouble He gave us the Holy Spirit.
Two gifts of eternal value!

 Prayer: Thank you Lord for the lesson in giving that you have provided us. Amen!
***author’s note: What a beautiful lesson in the power of giving from the Lord!
