In Whose Image? (July 27, 2011) by Jim Crosby
He fills His hands with lightning bolts.  He hurls each at its target.  The thunder announces His presence; the storm announces His indignant anger.  (Elihu speaking to Job)   Job 36:32
My first thought was to call this devotion: “Making God in Man’s Image.”  Then I thought better of it.  Why chance being called a heretic or accused of being sacrilegious  by someone without their having read the devotion?
So I tempered it a little to encourage readership before I hit you with the idea that we sometimes try to make God in our image.  As Susan B. Anthony once wrote: “I distrust those people who know so well what God wants them to do because I notice it always coincides with their own desires.”  

In other words those are the times when we try to do a makeover of God.  We want Him to applaud what we are doing.  If He will just think like we do about a certain situation then everything will be fine. 
I’ll be the first to admit that I don’t always know what God wants me to do.  I am in constant search of God Nods to direct me.  Sometimes I get them.  Sometimes I don’t.

When, I do I take that as a sign that my intentions are in sync with what the Heavenly Father had in mind for me.

But, it is hard, at times, to discern whether I am hearing what I want to hear or if it really is something that lies within God’s plan for me at the moment and His Master plan overall.  Has God really given me an OK to go ahead?

That’s where uncertainty sometimes takes hold.  John Ortberg (“Know Doubt) who champions the idea that uncertainty and doubt can be good things writes: “Uncertainty is a wonderful reminder of that nagging little detail I often forget which is that I am not God.  Somebody gave me a comic strip in which St. Peter is interviewing anew arrival at the pearly gates.  Peter says, “You were a believer, yes.  But you skipped the-not-being-a-jerk-about-it part.”
That’s what Job’s friends were doing when they criticized instead of consoled him during his difficulites.  They were convinced they had all the answers.  They believed that God was punishing Job for wrongdoing.  Otherwise, why would Job, who had always outwardly appeared to be a righteous man be going through all the misfortune that had beset him?

Old Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and Elihu were verbally abusing Job for not admitting he was guilty of displeasing God with his actions.

Eliphaz says:  “Stop and think.  Does the innocent person perish?  When has the upright person been destroyed?”

Bildad chimes in: “How long will you go on like this?  Your words are a blustering wind.  Does God twist Justice?”

Zophar adds: “Shouldn’t someone answer this torrent of words?  …When you mock God shouldn’t someone make you ashamed?”
Wow, with friends like that who needs enemies?

So Job really had some uncertainty in his life.  He knew that he hadn’t done the wrong things these friends were accusing him of doing.  He began to have some doubts about God’s character, .  In Job 19:6 he says “…it is God who has wronged me.  I cannot defend myself for I am like a city under siege.”
Job had doubts and so do we.  But doubts are needed to help us understand the big picture.  As Frederick Buechner wrote: “Doubts are the ants in the pants of faith; they keep it awake and moving.”

If everything went just like we wanted it to in our lives what would happened to our faith?  It would become lukewarm at best.  We would no longer have to trust God to bring us through difficult times because there wouldn’t be any.  That would not be a true picture of how God operates.
Ortberg says: “We need doubt to help us know when we are making God up as we go along.”

Our minds play tricks on us.  They don’t always operate logically no matter what we think.  Doubts creep in based on circumstances we face and opinions we hold.

Satan tempts us with things that look good but are bad.  These teasing temptations cause us to try to convert God to our way of thinking.  When we can’t then sometimes we give in and do these things anyway. Or maybe we just block God out of our minds completely so we can go ahead and do the thing we wanted to.

Dostoyevsky said:  “If there is no God, everything is permitted.”

So, basically what that does is it makes us into what Ortberg calls “strategic atheists.”  Because we must find a way to get rid of God while we do the thing that we want to do, but He doesn’t want us to do.  

Thus, we become temporary atheists.  Hey, I know, that’s harsh.  But, it is true isn’t it.  Atheists say there is no God.  We say there is, but when we go on and do something that would not be in His will, we are practically saying the same thing.
Or maybe we think God ain’t looking.  Let me tell you…God is always looking.  He is on duty 24-7 and He knows all that we do.

But, if we stop trying to make him in our image, consult and trust Him as we work our way through doubts and uncertainty we will reap the benefits.

For as God said to Jobs friends (42:7) “I am angry with you for you have not been right in what you said about me as my servant Job was.”

Then verse 12 is the clincher.  “So, the Lord blessed Job in the second half of his life even more than in the beginning.”

Amazing what God can do when we stop trying to make him into our image.
Prayer:  Father God forgives us in our feeble makeover attempts when we let doubts and desires dissuade us from what your plan is.  Amen!
***author’s note:  Have a great week as God continues to mold and shape your life. (
