The Maurice Chevalier Disease (June 22, 2011) by Jim Crosby
“Even if all fall away, I will not…Even if I have to die with you I will never disown you.” Mark 14: 29, 31
Once again my thanks to John Ortberg and his neat little book “Know Doubt” for providing the idea and inspiration for this devotion.  After all isn’t that what all of us, as authors, or anyone who has a good story to share, hopes for---that folks will find it so interesting, helpful, funny or uplifting they will feel constrained to pass it along to others?

OK let me share the Maurice Chevalier story with you. For those of you who never heard of Maurice Chevalier, since he passed away in 1972, he was “ a French singer, actor and popular vaudeville entertainer who always wore a boater hat and tuxedo on stage.  So there is a little educational material for you, gleaned from Wikipedia. Not tha you will need it because Ortberg’s story has nothing to do with the real Maurice Chevalier that I can discern.

Anyway the reason I am drawn to this tale is Ortberg is writing about beliefs and “what kind of belief really matters.”  I think that we often believe something without really knowing why that is.  We may have just grown up with  that belief and not really  have known why.  So it is good from time to time to just think about some of the things we believe and examine why we do accept, follow or defend them.
Things we believe in can sometimes inter-changeably be called a conviction (a strong belief.) Ortberg lists three forms our beliefs/convictions can take. 1) Private Convictions 2) Public Convictions and 3) Core Convictions.

The Maurice Chevalier story will help us in examining those private convictions. Ortberg calls a friend of his Maurice Chevalier to make a point.  That’s not really his name and I have no idea why Ortberg calls him that.

Here’s how he makes his point: “I have a friend who I’ll call Maurice Chevalier who had a pattern of fickle private convictions.  Maurice would find himself deeply attracted to some woman when that woman was not available, when she was going out with somebody else. Maurice would sincerely believe that the woman was wonderful and he would love to be in a romantic relationship with her. “
So Maurice would tell her that. Everyone once in a while after Maurice would tell her that when she broke up with her boyfriend and became free she would let Maurice know.  

Then, ”Maurice would find out that he didn’t believe she was so wonderful after all.”  Ortberg adds, “My wife, who is an incorrigible matchmaker, won’t even try to match Maurice up anymore.  She now calls this the ‘Maurice Chevalier Disease’. ”
Ours may not be in the romantic realm, but I think, that from time to time we all long for things, or erroneously believe something is so great we just must have it.

Then, if we do attain it we discover that it wasn’t all it was cracked up to be

We are privately convinced and really, truly believe we know how we will act, but we don’t.  Take the example of Peter in the Bible.  A loyal follower and close disciple of Jesus.  Peter firmly believed that his support of Jesus’ ministry was so unshakeable he would even die with Christ.

Jesus told his followers, just before his trumped up trial, conviction and crucifixion: “You will all fall away, for it is written ‘I will strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered.’ ” (Mark 14:27)

Peter declared; “Even if all fall away I will not.” 

“I tell you the truth Jesus answered, “today---yes, tonight before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times.” And of course that is precisely what happened.

So, our private convictions can sometimes be deceiving when  faced with the real picture and confronted with the true facts and not what TV comedian Stephen Colbert calls “truthiness.”  That’s something said that sounds true but isn’t really.  It just allows the speaker to sound authentic.
Then there are the public convictions.  A lot of truthiness comes into play here.

After Jesus was born King Herod revealed, to the Wise men a public conviction that really wasn’t what his true conviction was when he told then to go and find the baby who was called King of the Jews and let him know where he was so he could go worship him.  
Right!  Those Wise men didn’t just fall off the “turnip camel.”  If they had fallen for that line they would have to change their from The Three Wisemen to the Three Dummies. Could have starred in an early version of the Three Stupids serving as a forerunner to the Three Stooges.

Finally, the Core Convictions are those revealed by our daily actions.  What we do reveals what we believe. The best indicator of what we truly believe is what we do.  How we act shows our core beliefs. 

Do we really believe that God is watching over us all the time?  If we do then why do we do some of the things we do.  When I was little and I would do something that was wrong…something I knew better than to do my Mom would say in a reproving tone of voice:  “Now Jimmy why would you do a thing like that. You know better.  “I’d say, “I forgot.”

Mom never did buy that.  I’m sure God doesn’t get fooled either when we get struck by The Maurice Chevalier Disease and our core convictions don’t match up with our public or private convictions.
Monday Prayer:  Lord we pray for your help to help our actions to match up with our private and public convictions.  Amen!
***author’s note:  Examine those beliefs this week and try to avoid the Maurice Chevalier Disease. (
