The Wait (November 16, 2011) by Jim Crosby

There was a righteous man named Simeon, who lived in Jerusalem…The Holy Spirit had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah…When Mary and Joseph brought the child to the temple Simeon took the child in his arms and praised God saying, Now I can die in peace.  Luke 2:25-32
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Sometimes the wait is agonizing slow.  Seems like when we are anticipating something, when our heart is set on it, we have to wait forever. 
	
Remember how long the wait for Christmas seemed to take when you were a kid?  How many times did you shake those packages under the tree, with your name on it, before the big day finally arrived?
		
Have there been times in your life when you got tired of waiting, went ahead and took an action that you later wished you hadn’t.  “I wish I had waited,” you lamented.

Of course at times and in certain situations it is hard to know just how long you should wait.  What kind of an indicator should I be looking for?  Has it already passed me by?  Did I not catch it?  
	
Sometimes it is simply difficult to know how long to wait.  Life is hard!  
	
But, God is good.  He rewards those who keep the faith.  If you believe and trust then the wait will have a fruitful ending.

Take the case of Simeon.  He had a little bit of a wait for what he wanted to see.  Like…all his life, pretty much.  

First of all, he had the right name because Simeon, means, “God hears.”  So when he asked God to let him see the Messiah before he died he had only to refer to the name he had been given to be comforted that his wish would be granted.

 Now I can’t find a lot of information about Simeon so we have to read between the lines a little here. He is one of four men named Simeon who are mentioned in the Bible.

What we do know is that he had been waiting a long, long time to see the Messiah and had been promised by God that he would.  The scripture says that he was” filled with the Holy Spirit and he eagerly expected the Messiah to come and rescue Israel.” 

So on this particular day, he was in the Temple when Mary and Joseph brought the baby Jesus in.  In Jewish law if a woman’s first child was a boy he had to be brought to the temple and dedicated to the Lord.

Also on hand that day was a prophetess named Anna, who was very, very old.  The Believer’s Bible commentary says “Anna must have been over one hundred years old, having been married for seven years and widowed for 84 years.  As a prophetess, she undoubtedly received divine revelations and served as a mouthpiece for God.  She was faithful in her attendance at public services in the temple.

So, when Jesus is brought to the temple those who were there to greet Him were a man who had been blessed by the Holy Spirit, which was remarkable, because remember…Jesus would send the Holy Spirit as a helper for all who remained behind after His resurrection and return to Heaven.  Also, there was a prophetess who God often chose to communicate messages through.

Why these two?  We don’t know, but we do know with God there are no accidents.  Nothing happens by chance.  He has a plan.  He had promised Simeon that he would be alive when the Messiah came and he often spoke through Anna, revealing, inside stuff to her.

The commentary says even though they were very old they had never lost hope they would see the Messiah.  It is pointed out that due to their ages their prophecies carried extra weight because the elders were respected in Jewish society. Then, it goes on to point out “Our society, however, values youthfulness over wisdom and contributions by the elderly are often ignored.  As Christians we should reverse those values wherever we can.”

So, when they saw Jesus they knew!  Simeon immediately took the child in his arms and praised God. Then Simeon blessed Joseph and Mary and surprised them by what he said.  

He told them Jesus would have a “paradoxical effect” on Israel.  Some would fall because of Him while others would rise. There would be no neutral ground.  Simeon also predicted the grief his Mother would eventually be forced to bear as he said  “a sword will pierce your very soul.”

Then along came Anna and she “began praising God. She talked about Jesus to everyone who had been waiting for the promised King to come and deliver Jerusalem.”

God had a purpose for Anna’s being there as well.  The Archeological Study Bible points out: “The Gospel of Luke is full of evidence of Jesus’ understanding of and appreciation for women, thus setting a pattern for normal Christian living.  Godly women stand out in Jesus’ life and ministry as reported by Luke as well as elsewhere in the Bible.

So yes the wait was worth it for Simeon and Anna.  Because of their patience and faithfulness they were rewarded with an answer to their prayers.  And because of that they are recorded in history as the first two people to see Jesus on that special day in the Temple. Their words and actions are recorded for posterity.

They stand out as examples of having something they greatly desired and maybe even at times as the years passed by, despaired of becoming a reality, finally coming about. For them it was worth the wait.
As believers our keeping the faith will, in the long run, be worth the wait as well.
In the meantime, there may be many occasions in which God needs for us to wait.  Hopefully most of these won’t require waiting the entire rest of lives.  

But, we can rest assured of this.  When we wait on the Lord and trust Him, it will worth waiting for.

 Prayer: Thank you Lord for rewarding us during the times we wait, by bringing about the best result.  Amen!

***Author’s note: Who knows ? This week God may bless you with something really great without a long wait being required.  Sometimes He chooses to work that way.
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