Obstacle or Opportunity (November 2, 2011) by Jim Crosby
That night Paul had a vision.  He saw a man from Macedonia in Northern Greece pleading with him. Come over here and help us.  So we decided to leave for Macedonia at once for we could only conclude that God was calling us to preach the Good News there. Acts 16:9-10
Frustration! One problem after another! You are trying to do something good.  In your heart you are sure it's the right thing to do. In the beginning you prayed about it and felt certain you were headed in the right direction---God's direction.
Then an obstacle crops up.  That's OK, you say. God never promised us an easy path, just a sure one. So you find ways to get around the obstacle. Then, guess what? Unexpectedly another problem rears its ugly head. Sigh...what to do now?
Praying as you roll up your sleeves and tackle this one, you are listening and looking for answers.  But, it’s not easy.  You start wondering if you heard right?  Is this what God wants me to be doing at the moment or at all?  Problems mount.
Should you abandon it and go on to something else?  Are your efforts misguided? More problems occur.  As they mount so does your frustration.  

Sometimes this kind of thing can cause you to examine the basics.  Maybe your life is heading in the wrong direction. Or perhaps this is just a bump in the road and when a solution is finally reached, whether it’s to go on to something else or stick with it and cope, you will be stronger for it.

One of my favorite passages of scripture has always been, Romans 5:3-4
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us---they help us learn to endure.  And endurance develops strength of character in us and character strengthens our confident expectation of salvation. (NLT)
That’s definitely a pick-me-up passage for me. It causes me to enlarge my thinking and begin to seee these obstacles as opportunities instead of dead-end, nowhere-to-go roadblocks.

There is always a way to move on even when it seems like a dead-end.  On a dead-end street you have two options, you can backup all the way out of it or you can maneuver to a turn-around position and drive out.  Well, there is a third option, although not very realistic, you could just blast your way ahead and drive through anything in your way.  This option works better if you are driving a tank, not a car. 

One of the ways to surpass these obstacles or at least make them easier to stomach is one of my favorites.  Bring up those affirmations.  Just get your mind off of this obstacle and start thinking of all the good things that have happened in your life.  Problems you have overcome.  Obstacles that have been surpassed.  It’s the old count-your-blessings strategy.  

This may not give you an immediate solution to the problem but it does give you instant relief.  It gives your mind some room to operate.  Instead of the tunnel vision that can only focus on your problem it helps remind you it is a big, wide, wonderful world out there and this problem is not the end of it.

How many times have you heard a coach or player who lost a tough game, or some friend who has gone through a bad experience say. “Oh well, the sun will stil come up in the morning.”
OK, so maybe it’s a rainy day and that makes you feel worse, but somewhere the sun is shining and soon it will be shining on you again.

I’ve been so focused on a problem before and the tension mounted making me feel totally distraught. Then I just looked out the window and, “Wow, outside it’s different.  Regardless of my earth-shaking problem, just as every other day in my lifetime, nature is the same.  God’s creation is still functioning.  He has given me another day.”
Still there are times when we feel like we have answered God’s call and have faced surprising problems.  “But Lord, I’m doing what you said, aren’t I?  So what’s up with this?  Why all this grief?”

Is it all right to question God?  I would say if you are prepared for the answer you’ll get it is.  It may not be the answer you wanted to hear.  Hey, remember Job?  He questioned God and really got humbled.  But, you know what, he did not lose his faith.  He still believed in the Heavenly Father and continued to do the right thing despite setbacks, ridicule from his friends and people looking at him funny like, “What have you done Job to cause all this.  Shame on you.”

I’ve been an innocent victim before like Job.  It’s perplexing.  But, it is an opportuntity for growth.  It can strengthen your faith, or if you weaken it can destroy it.  God will help you stay strong.
Paul was sure he heard God’s call to go to Greece and preach.  When he got there and set out to do God’s work he met and healed a demon-possessed slave-girl.  While she rejoiced her masters weren’t happy about it.  Her demon-possession had enabled her to make lots of money for them.  That was now kaput.

So the owners sought revenge.  They grabbed Paul and Silas, had them stripped and beaten and tossed into prison.

Paul could have been thinking, “Now isn’t this a fine howdy-do! We followed God’s lead to come to Greece for what?  To get thrown into prison?  That ain’t right.”
But, guess what.  They did not weaken.  Even in jail they prayed and sang hymns.  Then around midnight God sent a great earthquake that shook the prison to its very foundations and sprung the doors wide open.

So Paul and Silas high-tailed it right out of there, right?  Wrong!  They could have escaped, but they didn’t. God had a different plan for overcoming this obstacle. They were still there the next day when the jailer, terrified of losing his job, came in and saw the doors were wide open.  
He was so grateful that they were still there he and his family washed their wounds, the entire househhold listened to Paul’s message, believed and were baptised.

That same day Paul and Silas were released from prison!
So, what looked like a dead-end for them wasn’t  When hope seemed lost, God provided a miracle, an opportunity to witness and strengthened their faith for the next test.  

God had turned Paul’s obstacle into an opportunity!
 Prayer: Lord thank you for tests and trials that enable you to work in our lives when we keep the faith. You always turn obstacles into opportunities. Amen!
***author’s note: Turn those obstacles into opportunities this week and do great things. (
