The Unlimited Bank Account (November 23, 2011)

The unfailing love of the Lord never ends.  By His mercies we have been kept from complete destruction.  Great is His faithfulness; His mercies begin fresh each day.
                                           Lamentations 3:22-23

It’s the week of Thanksgiving, one of my favorite holidays.  Why is that?  Well, three reasons, really.  First, but not foremost, there is the food.  I love eating a big Thanksgiving day meal with the family.  It’s the one day I give myself permission to overeat and not feel guilty about it.  Oh yeah, just thinking about that Turkey and dressing and all the rest of it makes me hungry.

Second, there’s football.  Thanksgiving day is just a great one for being a couch potato. After all that food it’s nice to settle back and watch the traditional Turkey Day football games on television, that is after The Lovely Susette watches some of the Macy’s Day parade, of course.

Third, and most important is the “giving thanks” part of Thanksgiving.  It is a day that lends itself to counting your blessings.  No matter how difficult the other days may have been, Thanksgiving is a day on which you can feel a sense of contentment when you weigh the bad and the good and realize that God is good and His love is unending.  That is good reason for expressing thankfulness.

As I sat down and prepared to think and write about some of the things I will be giving thanks for on Thanksgiving Day 2011, I realized there is not enough time or space here to adequately cover all the blessings God has placed in my life.

So, I decided to focus on one that covers a lot of territory.  I am thankful for the Unlimited Bank Account God has endowed me with!

Whoa! Wait a minute before you start calling me for a loan.  I’m not talking about money here.  This idea came from a book I have referenced before in these devotions.  It is called The Artists Way by Julia Cameron.

In Chapter 5 entitled  “Recovering a Sense of Possibility” she gives us something to think about and give thanks for.  

Cameron writes:  “One of the chief barriers to accepting God’s generosity is our limited notion of what we are in fact able to accomplish (in life).  We may tune in to the voice of the creator, hear a message---and then discount it as crazy or impossible.”

Think about that.  Have you ever prayed about something then an idea that was completely foreign to what you had been expecting popped into your head.  You immediately thought “that’s crazy, I could never do that.  It is not the solution to the problem so it certainly didn’t come from God.”
But, what if it did?  The Bible tells us, “His ways are not our ways.”  He sees the big picture and He knows where each of us fit in.  Maybe, and I really think this is true, He has bigger plans for us than we could imagine.

So why do we so readily discount something that seems a little over the top.  Cameron says, “On the one hand we take ourselves very seriously and don’t want to look like idiots pursuing some patently grandiose scheme.  On the other hand, we don’t take ourselves---or God---seriously enough and so we define as grandiose many schemes that, with God’s help may fall within our grasp.”

Really, is anything too big for God to handle? Would he ask us to do something that was too complex or difficult for us to handle with our own capabilities and God-given talents?

Maybe that is something we lose sight of at times.  The fact that God is in control.  With Him all things are possible.  But we sell ourselves short and don’t think he could possibly be telling us what He is telling us.  

“Me?  Surely not me”  as Gideon told God who instructed him to go up against the powerful Midianites in battle and then only allowed him to take 300 men with him.  Guess what? They won! Routed the fierce Midianites!

Here’s what Cameron says:  “Remembering that God is my source, we are in the spiritual position of having an unlimited bank account.  Most of us never consider how powerful the creator really is.  Instead, we draw very limited amounts of the power available to us.  We decide how powerful God is for us.  We unconsciously set a limit on how much God can give us or help us.  We are stingy with ourselves.  And if we receive a gift beyond our imagining, we often send it back.”

Wow!  That is strong!  Powerful stuff!

Sometimes I think, when things are going good we start looking for things to go bad. We think we have overdrawn our account with God.  Too many good things and life doesn’t work that way.  Into each life some rain must fall.

[bookmark: _GoBack]OK so bad things do happen to good people.  Life is not a bowl of cherries.  Let’s see, are there any other cliches we can throw in here?  I’m sure there are, but none of them work.  Why?  Because of what we read in Lamentations 3:32-33:

The unfailing love of the Lord never ends.  By His mercies we have been kept from complete destruction.  Great is His faithfulness; His mercies begin fresh each day.


With God we do not start out a day with an overdrawn account.  Our blessings are not used up.  We must trust Him and seek His advice.  

Could be that we will be surprised by what we hear.  We may even be a bit skeptical.
In that case we must simply remember that with God we have an unlimited bank account. 

Prayer: God you are so good and as we pause on this Thanksgiving holiday to consider that we realize that you have truly blessed us with an unlimited bank account.

***Author’s note:  Happy Thanksgiving!
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