Churchy Buzzwords and Christian Cliches (November 30, 2011)
 by Jim Crosby

When you extract the precious from the worthless, you will become My spokesman.     Jeremiah 15:19

Wayne Cordeiro shared this story in his book “The Divine Mentor.”  He was remembering a time as a young boy in junior high school when his Dad decided to build a fence and called on Wayne to help. 

He wanted the boards spaced a certain distance apart to let air through and to guard against water damage.  So he needed spacers between the boards.

“Wayne, he said, I need you to cut two-inch spacers off of these two-by-fours.  Here’s how you do it.  You cut it then you take this two-inch piece as your mark.  Use it to mark all the other boards.  Got it? Okay, I’ll need a couple hundred of them, so you’d better get busy.”

Sure Wayne had it, with one exception.  Being a bright young teenager he thought he had figured out a better system.  He used the cut piece to mark off the first one.  Then, tossed the original on the pile and used the one he had just cut to mark off and cut the next one.  Each time he used the one he had just cut to mark the next one.  He had a system and he was really zipping along.

After lunch his Dad, who had been busy nailing all the boards together had a chance to look at the handiwork.  He said, “Man this fence is looking ugly.  What were you doing?”

What had been happening was that each time Wayne marked a new board by using a recently cut board instead of the original he was adding the width of the pencil’s lead to each additional spacer.  Which doesn’t seem like much, but when you do that 200 times some of those boards ended up being as much as three inches wide when the prescribed width, and the size of the original piece was two-inches.

His Dad said:  “You always use the original piece to mark the next.”

Consistency.  That is often why we fail, because we are inconsistent.  We get tired of doing something one way, even though it is working, and try another approach.  There is a reason our original way was working, it was the best way. So we experiment and fail.

Am I saying never try anything different?  No way!  It’s just that proven methods, that are tried and true, have always worked for a reason.  Can they be improved on?  Sometimes.  But, it is wise to analyze just what your overall goal is.  What are you trying to achieve.  Then decide if a different approach is worth trying.  Maybe it is…in some cases.
Looking to the original as the benchmark for how the final product should look will determine how to do it.  Sometimes improvements can be made.  Frequently there can be a better way to do things.

Just look at the advancements, especially technologically we have made in society.  Each one built on the one before, but they came from an original idea that got the ball rolling.

The church, as a whole has experienced declining membership over the years.  Some of the blame for that lies in the multitude of things available to do especially for family outings. 

Earning a living places a lot of demands on people’s time.  Time is a precious commodity especially leisure time.  People are very protective of those hours when they don’t have to work.  

Part of the problem is that we frequently fall into a practice of relying on what Cordeiro calls:  “church buzzwords and Christian clichés.”  Instead of looking for ways to creatively enliven our worship we fall back on ways that are less contemporary and conjure up the stereotypes the church is often tagged with by those who resist it.

At Good Samaritan Church, now beginning our 5th year, we determined from the start to make God’s church an enjoyable place to be.  We wanted it to be non-threatening, a place where people felt safe and not under the harsh glare of judgment by the members.

We adopted the theme of being a church that worships, learns, serves and plays together.  To measure how well we are doing that we always look back beyond the latest marker to the original.

How well are we sticking to the original source?  How is Jesus Christ being presented.  Are we taking the “thees and thous “ of the Bible and turning them into “you’s and your’s” while protecting and presenting the original message in a creative and appealing way.  

God told Jeremiah, “If you extract the precious from the worthless, you will become My spokesman.”  I take that to mean that most of those petty and stifling rules and regs, especially those adhered to by the Pharisees and Sadducees, are rubbish.  

Sure, laws are needed and must be established and followed, but these holier-than-thou approaches don’t work.  People have the freedom to choose and they won’t elect to do  something that is stuffy and stifling as opposed to freeing and uplifting.

Hebrews 6:1 says: “So let us stop going over the basics of Christianity again and again.  Let us go on instead and become mature in our understanding.  Surely we don’t need to start all over again with the importance of turning away from evil deeds and placing our faith in God.”
OK so we’ve got that part down.  The price for those evil deeds has been paid for us by Jesus.  So let’s make sure everyone knows that.  Let’s put aside those “church buzz words and Christian clichés” that make people feel inferior and outcast.

Welcoming all with the original message presented in an appealing manner is the key, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so we would not perish but have everlasting life”  

That’s what we want everyone to know. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer:  Lord help us to be real as we present your message of love to others.  No phony buzzwords or boring clichés.  Just the uplifting message of hope and salvation through Jesus.  Amen!

***Author’s note:  Stay excited for the Lord as we begin the most exciting time of the year pointing toward the celebration of the Christ child at Christmas.
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