Sometimes It’s Where You Are (November 9, 2011) by Jim Crosby

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look!  There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.    John 1:29

“A writer for The Washington Post conducted an experiment to test people’s perception.  He asked a famous violinist to perform incognito at a train station in the nation’s capital one January morning.  

Thousands of people walked by as he played, but only a few stopped to listen.  After 45 minutes, just $32 had been dropped into the virtuoso’s open violin case.  Two days earlier this man ---Joshua Bell---had used the same $3.5 million Stradivarius for a sold-out concert where people paid $1000 a seat to hear him perform. “(Our Daily Bread, C.P. Hia)

Sometimes it is where you are that determines the opinion people form about you.  Obviously no one expected to see an accomplished, renowned violinist playing in a train station.  What they perceived was a starving musician, who if they had stopped to notice was playing pretty darn well, trying to scrounge up some money by receiving tips.  

Because of where he was none of those folks expected to see someone whose violin alone cost more than all of their assets.  That is an example of how easily a person’s opinion of you can be formed simply by where you are.  It might not even have anything to do with what you are doing.

Maybe you are in a place or an environment that is regarded by some as being at odds with what they expect of you.  They may not even know you personally.  Maybe they have just heard of you, nothing more.  But, what you do, who you are or the position you hold registers certain do’s and don’t in their subconscious.

Well, if he stands for this I wouldn’t expect him to be here.  Or, this is a surprise to see her in this setting given her position or stated opinions.  Of course, these thoughts could be completely off-base, out in left-field, but they are the ones that become embedded in that person’s thinking unless something happens to change all that.

Maybe there is a good reason why you are there.  It’s one this person would not try to learn about because they feel there is no reason for them to investigate further.  They know what they see.

Perhaps, they hold a wrong opinion about the place where you are.  Could be that it is not what they think it is.  Maybe it is a place they would not feel comfortable going to, but there really is nothing wrong with it.  It may be their personal preference not to go there or they may simply be misinformed. 

I write all this simply to say that it is important to always be aware of the places you go and possible implications from being there.  Not to say that as people of character, believers and disciples of Christ we are prudes or goody-two-shoes.  It is merely pointing out that we have an awareness, for the most part, of how our actions affect the thinking of others. 

But where you are and it’s impact on you and others is not always a place.  Where you are in your mind is the important thing.  Instead of a physical place maybe it is a psychological or emotional state you are in that is affecting many if not all aspects of your life.

Sometimes it is where you are in your prayer life that determines the future direction of your life. Maybe you are in a place where you are struggling with life issues.  Even your prayer life seems to have a void in it.

Maxie Dunnam in his Intercessory Prayer Workbook suggests, in times such as these, we should reflect on the following questions:

* Do you expect a response from God?
*  Do you ever consider the possibility that you may be praying amiss?
*  Do you stay with your praying long enough and with enough openness to God that your desire may be purified by the Spirit?
* Does the way you pray ever change while praying?

Those are important considerations because Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, assures	 us these prayers will be heard and answered.  In fact, He stated this twice in scripture.

Matthew 6:6 But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father secretly.  Then your Father, who knows all secrets, will reward you.

Matthew 7: 7-8  Keep on asking, and you will be given what you ask for.  Keep on looking and you will find.  Keep on knocking and the door will be opened.  For everyone who asks, receives.  Everyone who seeks, finds.  And the door is opened to everyone who knocks.

Dunnam says “…if there is no apparent answer to our prayer, the problem is not solved by giving up. Nor should we always assume that something is wrong with our faith.  There are reasons other than ill-formed or ill-motivated praying for unanswered prayer. We are not to lose confidence.  We seek to let the Word and the Spirit teach us to pray aright.”

I find the reflection about praying amiss interesting.  In the past I’ve often thought, when I’d prayed long and hard about something without the desired result, that I was praying amiss, i.e. for something that was not in God’s will.

But Dunnam says:  “If we ask and receive not, it may be because something is amiss or lacking in our praying.”  
That sheds a new light on my thinking.  It may not be that I was praying for something not in God’s will or opposite to His plan.  It could be there was something lacking in that prayer.  

Maybe I didn’t lay out my whole line of reasoning in the prayer.  Maybe I wasn’t sharing with God all that I hoped or expected to come out of His answer to my prayer. Obviously God knows my heart and what lies therein. Maybe he wanted my faith to grow  stronger as I considered all aspects of why it was important to be at that place in my life at that time.

Obviously when John the Baptist pointed out the Savior…the Messiah was walking towards them the people never expected to see him there in that worldly place. But as we know Jesus was there for a purpose. 

Sometimes it’s not just about knowing where you are.  Knowing why you are there is also important.

 Prayer: Lord we pray for our faith to be strong enough to allow us to know why we are where we are and why that is where You want us to be.  Amen!

[bookmark: _GoBack]***author’s note:  Have a great week in all the right places. 
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