Now About that Light (December 28, 2011) Jim Crosby
Jesus said to the people, “ I am the light of the world.  If you follow me, you won’t be stumbling through the darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.”
                                                                                                        John 8:12

Here’s what I learned this Christmas.  I learned about light.  Well, I guess you  could say I learned more about light.
Now your first thoughts might be what is this goofball talking about? What’s there to know about light that after, uh…cough, cough…how many years…that he didn’t already know. Let’s move on to the next devotion.  You may be ready to move past Christmas and into the New Year.  
Wait a minute.  Hear me out.  I thought I knew about light, but I found out some important stuff.  It’s important to think about while heading into the New Year. 
First of all, I have sat through I don’t know how many Christmas Eve candlelight services over the years.  So I thought I knew all about the lighting of the Advent candles and the Christ candle and all that stuff.  Sure, I knew all that and so did you.

OK, when someone asks you to write it all down then, you find out how much you really know…you know! 

Well, I was honored to be asked to write the Christmas Eve article for the Faith Section in the Tallahassee Democrat newspaper.  I was told the article was to be about Christmas Eve Candlelight services.  OK that’s a snap, I thought.  Until I started to put it all together.
You know how you sit in church over the years and observe the old familiar traditions like the lighting of a different Advent Candle each Sunday beginning four Sundays before Christmas Eve?  And you observe the honored place that the Christ Candle has.  And it all has a feel good atmosphere about it.  Try writing it up for one of the key Faith articles of the year.  That’s a little different.

So, I just went back to the basics.  Pulled up the internet and typed in Advent Candles.  Well, that immediately brought up a number of pages wanting to sell me candles.
Eventually I got some helpful direction from there.  Then I branched out and called some pastors whose churches would be conducting candlelight services.  There was a Methodist, Anglican, Baptist, Unity and Community church represented in those calls.

What it all boiled down to was my focus being constantly redirected to the main thing---the Light.

I am a big fan of candlelight.  The Lovely Susette and I have candles all over our house.  No it is not because we are too cheap to run up our electric bill.  It’s just that there is a certain, uh, glow that comes from candlelight.  Does that sound dumb? Well, here’s what I mean.

If you look at a lighted candle there is, first of all, a sense of warmth in the glow coming from the flame.  It can be romantic…warming…comforting. It sets a mood that is not easily penetrated by stress, anger and disappointment.  It’s hard to find a negative about candle light unless the candle falls over and catches something on fire. So there is a need to be cautious in placement of candles and observant of the safety factor.
So candles are good!
Now here’s what I took away from this Christmas Eve experience of writing about Candlelight Services.

In Ancient Times they didn’t have electric lights so they were more aware of the value and effect of candles.  They couldn’t just flip a switch and have a flood of light brighten an entire room. 

They had to always be sure they had candles on hand or they couldn’t see to eat dinner, take a walk at night, etc.  Although I must say the stars probably provided more  light overall than they do today when they are dimmed by the city lights and the moon provided a presence when not obscured by clouds.  

But that was all outside.  Inside candlelight was the thing.  Now this is all elementary but it is leading up to the point I wanted to make. 

In writing the article I became much more aware of the significance of those advent candles.  
I thought about the first candle whose light gives us hope.  The second candle burns brightly to bring peace to our hearts.
On the 3rd Sunday of Advent the candle of Love was lit.  Its flame burns brightly to remind us of the importance of loving and being loved.

And the 4th and final Advent Sunday the candle of Joy was lighted.
Now I have seen those ceremonial lightings numerous times. And usually I thought about what a good job the family performing these did.  It is a always especially heart-warming when they have small children who participated.  

I guess until I had to write about it I never really focused on how important the message of these candles really was.  Oh sure, I know Jesus is the light of the world and all that.

But, the message that clearly came through to me in writing this article is not only

that Jesus is the light of the world, but when all the candles of the congregants were lighted from the Christ candle what it really said.

This says to us that we are empowered by the light from Christ which dispels darkness to do the same.  We are taking that light out into a dark world with us and along with the hope and peace and love and joy it provides for us we are dispelling the darkness for others.

And what this means for the New Year is something the Anglican priest Father Dudley told me for the article: “No matter how much trouble we get.  No matter how harsh and difficult our lives may be day to day.  There is still this light of God that brings us hope and this joy sustains us and carries us forward into yet another year.”

Praise God for candlelight.
Prayer:  Lord thank you for the light of Christ that will continue to dispel the darkness in 2012.  Amen! 

**, Author’s note:  May the light of Christ shine brightly in your life in the New Year. 
