Monday Morning Devotion (October 19, 2011) by Jim Crosby

* Noticing that attendance seemed to down at my church last Sunday I was reminded of this devotion that I first wrote in October 2008.  Thought you might enjoy reading it.  It  still fits. 

But, Sunday is my only Day Off

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy…For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and  all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Exodus 20: 8, 11

Saturday was fun!   So enjoyable you probably got to bed later than you had intended.  Now as the sunlight comes streaming through the bedroom window, you blink your eyes, yawn, stretch and try to think what day it is anyway.  Then, it sinks in.  Hey, it’s Sunday and I don’t have to go to work.  I can turn over and go back to sleep.  Wrong! Get out of that bed and get ready for church.
            
That thought enters your mind, but here’s where rationalization takes over.  “Sunday is my only day off.  I work hard the rest of the week.  I should be able to take Sunday off without catching a bunch of grief about it.”
            
Well, actually you could stay in the sack.  And probably nobody would jump on your case, unless your Mom still lives with you.  But, the reason you need to roll out of that sack and go to worship is not to please someone else but to benefit yourself.
            
You’ve been to church before.  You know that good feeling you have when you are leaving the worship service, until someone cuts you off in traffic.  So, why is it a struggle to get going on Sunday?
            
Christianity Today magazine reports the Barna Research Group findings that there are “10 million self-proclaimed Christians” in the United States who have not been to church in six months (exept for Christmas or Easter).
            
Why?  Well, some folks say they don’t need to go to church.  They can worship God anywhere.  Why not catch a few zzzz’s then go to the beach.  There you can experience the fullness of God, and certainly as you view the beauty of His creation you can give thanks and draw close to Him.  But, what about later in the week when things get wacky and you need support?  Can you draw on what you learned on the beach to comfort and help you solve your problems?

Pastor Bob Tindale (Killearn United Methodist Church) once said that he hadn’t really met anyone who was strong enough to worship consistently without being involved in a church.
          
Tim Stafford writing for Christianity Today said, “The church is the body of Christ, the tangible representation of Jesus’ life on earth…If you miss connecting with the body, you miss connecting with Christ.”
           
Okay, so there is no such thing as a perfect church.  And if you look close enough and go to a service with a big enough chip on your shoulder, you’ll find something that is not totally to your liking.  But, Stafford says, “Can you imagine the Apostle Paul arriving in a city, finding a local congregation not to his taste and simply staying away. “
            
Remember the old song, “People, people who need people are the luckiest people in the world.”  Well, we all need people, but let’s qualify that further.  God’s people need God’s people.
            
Stafford clarifies this by writing, “All God’s promises were made to God’s people?plural.  All the New Testament epistles address Christians in churches.  The Bible simply does not know of the existence of an individual, isolated Christian.
            
There was a television commercial a few years ago that showed a business meeting in which the CEO was telling his managers that an old friend, who was also a customer, had recently told him he missed the personal, face-to-face meetings they used to enjoy.  Seems they were now communicating by fax, email, telephone and other means that expedited doing business.
            
The CEO said that he was sure that was the case with lots of other clients.  So, he started passing out airline tickets to his managers…to Cleveland…Boston…New York…etc. to go see their customers face to face.  When, asked where he was going, he said, I’m flying out today to see that old friend.
           
Teleconferences…speaker phones…video tape…all can get the message across, but not the personal touch.  We can read the Bible, watch the Charles Stanleys and Robert Schullers on Television, but it is not the same as being there.  Being in church where you can kneel at the altar.  Being in church where you can fellowship with Christian friends.  Being in church where you can feel the Holy Spirit’s presence.
            
To be baptized, you need to be in church.  To take Communion, you need to be in church.  Singing the praise music in a congregation uplifts you much more than singing along with a CD in your car.
            
Going to church can be habit forming, but so can not-going-to-church.  I know that I just feel that my week is not getting off to a proper start if I’m not in church on Sunday.  Somehow there is a void in my week that starts on the first day and carries on through.
            
Being part of a newly-formed church I’m especially aware of the need for regular church attenders.  You can’t build a church if you don’t have people you can count on.  There will always be those who sample what your church has to offer and may come back periodically or you may not see them again. But, the ones you can count on to be present during fair weather or foul, good times or bad, when troubled or happy, are the building blocks of the church.
            
Philip Yancey, Best-Selling Christian Author wrote a book called, “Church, Why Bother?”  Growing up Yancey rebelled against his childhood church and the picture of a stern, judgemental God.  He bounced around from place-to-place, in and out of church and tried giving up church altogether.  In the end he found that despite all the imperfections of church that is where he felt closest to the Lord.
            
[bookmark: _GoBack]That’s a good reason to roll out of bed on Sunday and go to church.  After all you can always take a nice Sunday afternoon nap and you’ll probably enjoy it even more.
 
Monday Prayer:  Lord thank you for the privilege and the power of church attendance.  Whatever brings us closer to You is good and we know that your stamp of approval on church attendance is evident in your Word.
 
***Author’s note:  See you in church
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