The Shores of Contentment (September 21, 2011) by Jim Crosby

The  Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field.  In his excitement he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field---and to get the treasure . too.                Matthew 13:44

“We are all longing to arrive on the shores of contentment to find what will 
ultimately satisfy us.”  (Greg Dutcher, “You are the Treasure that I Seek”)

What is contentment anyway?   Webster says that to be contented is to “have or show no desire for something more or different.”  To be contented is to be satisfied. Deep down I’d guess you’d have to say that’s what we all want.  

So, contentment is a state we have reached in which we are satisfied.  We’re content to be where we are whether it is physically, mentally or spiritually. 

Do we ever reach that state?  Uh..no, not completely.  At least I never have.
Oh sure there are areas of my life in which contentment reigns.  In my marriage for example. I have reached the shores of contentment in that area.  This only came about after I met the Lovely Susette.

But, I am well aware, after having two others washed off the shore and back out to sea, that residing on this shore is a gift and it requires care-taking.  As soon as we start to take anything for granted in life, when we let our guard down, that is when the waves of discontent can roll in and damage or destroy.

Ever seen a sand castle built on the beach?  When the tide is out that castle stands tall; a testament to someone’s creativity.

Then as the ocean switches from low tide to high tide, the first set of waves may not make it up the beach far enough to destroy the castle.  Next, the waves come farther up on shore…maybe five feet from the Castle.

But, finally the relentless sea wins out as it comes on up and washes over the sand castle leaving what was once an attractive symbol of creativity as a lump of sand indistinguishable as anything else.

That pretty much describes how easily contentment can wash away in our lives.  If we don’t protect against the storms and travails those areas in which we are happy and satisfied can be converted into problem areas and situations.

This is not to say that we have to walk on eggs all the time, looking over our shoulder, afraid that someone or something or circumstance is going to destroy our happiness and leave us feeling discontented.  It just means that we have to be smart.  We must plan and strategize ways to enhance and strengthen our contentment.  We must be willing to give up some things in return for being contented.
Jesus told the parable of the hidden treasure in Matthew to emphasize this point.  
The ultimate in contentment can be found in heaven.  Once we get there our troubles, woes and concerns will be over.  They are behind us. 

In the meantime we live, daily, in a world filled with disappointments and frustrations but in which we glimpse, sometimes attain and strive to hold on to happiness and contentment.

In describing what the Kingdom of Heaven would be like Jesus said it would be like the treasure a man discovered hidden in a field.  The field was not his, it belonged to another.  Apparently, the treasure, whatever it was came with the field and it’s owner was unaware of it’s value or even that it was there.  

The Archaeologial Study Bible says in ancient times “money was safeguarded in temples and palaces or buried in underground hoards.  Loans were documented and witnessed.  Six-month agricultural loans were common.”

So when the man discovered this great treasure he knew he had to own that field.  So he hid it back in the ground, went out and sold everything of value that he owned, and purchased the land to attain the treasure.

Jesus was pointing out how great the value of heaven was.  One should be willing to make the life-adjustments to ensure that this great treasure is ultimately received.  

The NIV Study Bible says this parable teaches an important truth.  “The kingdom is of such great value that one should be willing to give up all he has in order to gain it.  Jesus did not imply that one can purchase the kingdom with money or good deeds.”  It is the willingness to make needed sacrifices that count.

Obviously we all wish to have a contented, happy life.  It is possible to be completely contented in one area of our life and out-of-sorts in some other area.  We could be contented with our work, but spiritually discontent.  We might just feel like there is more there than we are achieving.  We might struggle to make the right adjustment to overcome that feeling as we swim toward the shore of contentment.

Much of the time we may be swimming against the tide, but if we keep our strokes strong and consistent we can make it.

We won’t do it alone.  But the Lord will help us when we are sincerely looking for contentment in the right places.  When we put Kingdom concerns ahead of worldly ones then we are on the right track.

When we are able to keep those Kingdom matters in the forefront and maintain them over long periods of time, then we build a sand castle and settle in on the shore of contentment.
Prayer: Lord help us to discern the right moves to make and actions to take in our lives so we may dwell with you on the shore of contentment.  Amen!

***author’s note:  Contentment can be elusive but the Lord will help you reach that state when you trust and ask Him.  
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