What’s Important? (September 28, 2011) by Jim Crosby

I once thought all these things were so very important but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done.  Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the priceless gain of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  Philippians 3:7-8

	What’s important?	
A little 10 year old boy entered a hotel coffee shop and sat at a table.  A waitress 
came over, placed a glass of water in front of him and he asked her “How much is an ice cream sundae?”
	
“Fifty cents she replied.” 

 He pulled his coins out of his pocket and studied them.  “Well how much is a dish of plain ice cream?” He asked.  Some people were waiting for a table, so the waitress was starting to get a little impatient so she hurriedly replied 35 cents.  Again the small boy counted his coins.

“I’ll have the plain ice cream,” he said.  So, she brought the ice cream, put the bill on the table and walked away.  The boy finished the ice cream, paid the cashier and left.  

When the waitress came back to clean the table she swallowed hard at what she saw.  Placed neatly beside the empty dish were two nickels and five pennies…her tip. 

What’s important?
One night about 11:30 pm, an older black woman was standing on the side of an Alabama highway in a huge thunderstorm.  Her car had broken down and she desperately needed a ride.

By that time she was soaking wet and decided to flag down the next car.  A young white man stopped to help her, something wasn’t often done in the 1960’s.  He drove her to safety, helped her get assistance and put her into a taxicab because she seemed to be in a hurry.  She thanked him, then wrote down his address. 

Seven days later there was a knock on the man’s door and to his surprise, a giant console color TV was delivered to his home.  The note attached to it read:

“Thanks you so much for assisting me on the highway the other night.  The rain drenched not only my clothes but also my spirits.  Then you came along and because of you, I was able to make it to my dying husband’s bedside just before he passed away.  God bless you for helping me and unselfishly serving others.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Nat King Cole”
	What’s important? 
It is stories like those two above that make you stop and realize, “Hey maybe I am not really paying attention to the things that count.”

The Apostle Paul learned that things he had held in high regard really weren’t that important after all.  He says “I once thought all these things were so very important but, now I consider them worthless.  NLT says, “When Paul spoke of “all these things” he was referring to his credentials, credits, and successes. After showing that he could beat the Judaizers at their own game  (being proud of who they were and what they had done) Paul showed that it was the wrong game.  Be careful of considering past achievements so important that they get in the way of your relationship with Christ.”
	
The Judaizers were early converts to Christianity who tried to force believers from non-Jewish backgrounds to adopt Jewish customs as a condition of salvation.  Evidence of this movement within the early church first emerged about A.D. 49…The Apostle Paul denounced their ideas insisting that only one thing is necessary for salvation: faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.”
	
OK so I googled “what’s important in life” and came up with a wide variety of things. One was an anonymous poem, which was fairly long, so I won’t quote all of it, but the first two paragraphs have special significance for me and may mean something to you  too: 
	Maybe God wants us to meet a few wrong people
   	                Before meeting the right one
          So that when we finally meet the right person, 
         We will know how to be grateful for that gift.

        When the door of happiness closes, another 
           opens, but often times we look so long at
            the closed door that we don’t see the one
                        which has been opened for us. 

What’s important?
It seems to me after thinking about this question for awhile, what’s important in life is that we stop from time to time and ask ourselves that question.  What is important?
	
There is the story that you may have heard about the professor who filled a large jar to the top with golf balls, then asked his class if the jar was full. They all replied “Yes.”
	
Then he took some small pebbles and poured them into the jar and they settled in spaces between the golf balls.  Again the prof asked if the jar was full and they said, “Yes.”
	
Whereupon he proceeded to pour sand into the jar.  The sand filled up the jar.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Then he explained…the golf balls represent the important things in life… God, Your family, your partner, and your health.

The pebbles are other things that matter like your home, your car, and your job.

Now the sand is everything else…the small stuff.  If you put the sand in the jar first it would completely fill it and there wouldn’t be room for anything else.

So, I ask again.  What’s important?

I refer you to the Apostle Paul for the answer.  “I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection.  But I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ Jesus saved me for and wants me to be.” (Philippians 3:12)

Now that’s what is important.

Prayer: Lord help us to truly discern what is important in every activity so that we might honor You and this gift of life that is ours.  Amen!
	
***author’s note:  I hope you find yourself stopping this week to ask –“what’s important?” as you go about your daily activities. You may find that you were about to go in the wrong direction and are able to correct that.
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