More Beautiful (September 7, 2011) by Jim Crosby

I will praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Marvelous are your works and that my soul knows very well.  Psalm 139:14

	“Little girl fourteen flipping through a magazine
              Says she wants to look that way
	  But her hair isn’t straight her body isn’t fake
	  And she’s always felt overweight.”

That’s the way Christian singer Jonny Diaz begins his mega-hit song  “More Beautiful You.”  It’s a song with a message for all of us.  I think it goes along very well with Psalm 139:14 in which King David remarks about how well the Heavenly Father knows us and as His creation “we are fearfully and wonderfully made.”

In other words…to put it bluntly.  God didn’t make no junk.  When he created you He didn’t settle for inferior material because what He wanted to use was on back order and He was on a deadline.  He carefully planned you and gave you a unique look and one-of-a-kind talent.

“Well little girl twenty-one you never thought that this would come
 You starve yourself to play the part
 But I can promise you there’s a man whose love is true 
And he’ll treat you like the jewel you are.”

My friend Dave Branon, former editor of Sports Spectrum magazine referred
to the Diaz song in a recent devotion entitled “The Trouble with Heroes.”  Branon makes the same point Diaz was pointing out: Basing what you do and re-inventing yourself to be like someone else is foolish.  You have all you need to be a beautiful person.  

Dave shared his story. Growing up he was a pretty good basketball player and his hero was Pistol Pete Maravich, a dazzling, magician on the basketball court.  So Dave based all of his own basketball development on how Maravich played the game.

Alas, Branon eventually discovered, much to his dismay, that no matter how hard he tried, no matter how much work he put in, he would never be just like Pistol Pete.  That revelation was so discouraging that even quit his college team for awhile.

We are all somewhat prone to do that.  We try to emulate someone else who we have put on a pedestal and when we don’t measure up deep discouragement settles in.  This can be so damaging that it prevents us from being the best we could be if we simply developed the talents we already have that are uniquely ours.

To be the best we simply must trust God.  As Branon says, “God made us the way He wants us to be.”
The NLT Bible puts it this way.  “God’s character goes into the creation of every person.  When you feel worthless or even begin to hate yourself, remember that God’s spirit is ready and willing to work within you.  We should have as much respect for ourselves as our Maker has for us.”  

Good point.  If God respects us enough to make us the way we are why don’t we honor that by striving to use those talents, those looks, that brain to simply be the best we are capable of being.  Why is it we have to base our feelings concerning our success or lack thereof on what someone else has done or is doing?

Jonny Diaz could have been intimidated by his family’s success. As radio announcer of the Seminole games I was privileged to get to know them.  Jonny was the youngest of four brothers.  The oldest, Zach, was a talented pitcher for Florida State University.  Next in line was Matt, who once hit 4-homers in one college game and has been in the Major Leagues for 10 years (now back with the Atlanta Braves).  Then, came Ben who was also talented enough to get a college scholarship.

So, Jonny could have gotten discouraged if he spent a lot of time worrying about whether he could measure up.  Even his parents are great success stories.  Father Ed, spring training chaplain for the Detroit Tigers, is much in demand as a speaker and Bible teacher.  And then there’s his Mother, Gwen.  They tell me she was the best athlete in the family. She is a very talented writer and creative Mom who has contributed greatly to her family’s success. She has even written a Bible study based on Jonny’s hit song.

But, Jonny felt God calling him to be a singer/song writer.  So he gave up baseball, even though he was a talented player, and turned his attention to music.  In 2009, his “More Beautfiul You” reached #2 on Billboard Magazine’s Hot Christian Songs chart.

	“So turn around you’re not too far
             To back away be who you are
	To change your path go another way”

Diaz moves to the point which is that we don’t have to try to follow exactly in someone else’s footsteps and feel frustrated, even to the point of giving up, when we veer off that path. And we don’t have to do all this alone. He says all these things can disappear and be washed away:
		
            By the one who’s strong can right your wrongs
		Can rid your fears dry all your tears
		And change the way you look at this big world
		He will take your dark distorted view
		And with His light He will show you truth.

And of course that truth is that the Lord will show you a “More Beautiful You.”
Even though Diaz’ song is targeted for girls ages 10 to 20, there is a deep seated truth there that we can all learn from.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When we are rejected in this world.  When we feel like, no matter how hard we try, we just don’t measure up, then we can simply refer to the truth.  That is, God created you as a uniquely gifted individual with talents limited only to the extent you don’t fully exercise them.  If another person’s success, style, or personality limits you or holds you back, shame on you!

You are better than that!  God really has created a more beautiful you!

Prayer: Lord thank you for bringing to our attention through scripture and music that you have created each one of us to be a beautiful person.  Amen!

***Auhor’s note:  To learn more about Jonny Diaz’s Christian Music visit his website www.jonnydiaz.com. My thanks to Dave Branon for reminding me of Jonny’s hit song and talents.  Dave is a great writer who has published 15 books including the Sports Devotional Bible.  His devotions also appear in “Our Daily Bread.”
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